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writing, and arithmetic all in the old way of learning by rote, and committing to memory that which in the days when there were no books would otherwise have been lost to the learner. But interesting as such experiences are, they leave the clear impression that there is little or nothing here of true education. The education as given to any other than Brahmans under the old system is exceedingly rudimentary, and while conveying to a few traders and petty landowners a little useful instruction, it really does practically nothing to educate and develop their intelligence.
It was very much the same with the Muhammadans. The Hindus form the great bulk of the population of India ; and the Muhammadan system is in some respects foreign to that country. The Muhammadans, however, must be carefully considered in respect of education, partly because of their numerical importance, especially in the northern Provinces, and also because of the memories and traditions which are bound up with their Tiistory. Higher education among the Muhammadans, like' higher education among the Hindus, \tas available for a very small section of the community. Men of learning devoted themselves to the instruction of youth mainly in the Arabic language and the sacred Koran, and as the Hindu, dealt mainly with philosophy and law, so they dealt mainly with religion and jurisprudence. Here and there, connected with mosques and shrines, there were little religious schools in which the Muhammadan teachers gave altogether disproportionate attention to the training of the memory and failed really to educate their pupils.
It was with these systems among Hindus and Muhammadans that the Court of Directors of, the old East India Company found themselves face to face, when they determined to deal with the matter of education. At first the Company which had become the rulers of India did not accept responsibility for providing popular education. In those days the Home Government did not even accept that responsibility in regard to the inhabitants of Great Britain, but left education to be